
women who smoke are about 25 times more likely to 

develop lung cancer than nonsmokers, so the relative risk 

of lung cancer among smokers is 25. Most relative risks 

are not this large. For example, the relative risk of breast 

cancer among women who have a mother, sister, or 

daughter with a history of breast cancer is about 2.

*Per 100,000, age adjusted to the 2000 US standard population. †Mortality rates for pancreatic and liver cancers are increasing.
Note: Due to changes in ICD coding, numerator information has changed over time. Rates for cancers of the liver, lung and bronchus, and colon and rectum are affected by 
these coding changes.
Source: US Mortality Volumes 1930 to 1959, US Mortality Data 1960 to 2017, National Center for Health Statistics, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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